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Public consultation for the interim evaluation of the Programme 
for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (COSME) (2014 - 2020)

Fields marked with * are mandatory.

Introduction

 Please read the  before you complete the questionnaire.introductory page

 

1 About you

*  , along with the identity of the 1.1 Contributions may be published on the Commission's website
contributor. Please state your preference with regard to the publication of your contribution. Please note 
that regardless of the option chosen, your contribution may be subject to a request for access to 
documents under Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 on public access to European Parliament, Council and 
Commission documents. In this event the request will be assessed against the conditions set out in the 
Regulation and in accordance with applicable data protection rules.

My contribution may be published under the name I indicated; I declare that none of it is 
unlawful or subject to copyright restrictions that prevent publication
My contribution may be published but should be kept anonymous; I declare that none of it is 
unlawful or subject to copyright restrictions that prevent publication
I do not agree to the publication of my contribution

*  1.2 Are you replying as/on behalf of:
A citizen
A company
A European business organisation
A national business organisation
A trade union
A non-governmental organisation
A national public authority
A regional/local public authority
A financial institution/finance provider
An academic institution/research centre
A professional consultancy/law firm

An incubator/cluster/innovation support centre

https://ec.europa.eu/info/content/interim-evaluation-programme-competitiveness-enterprises-and-small-and-medium-sized-enterprises-cosme-2014-2020_en


2

An incubator/cluster/innovation support centre
Other

*  1.3 Are you registered on the Transparency Register?
Yes
No
Not applicable

*  1.4 Please provide your name/the name of your company/organisation
Text of 1 to 200 characters will be accepted

Netherlands Chamber of Commerce (KvK)

*  1.5 Please provide your e-mail address
Text of 1 to 200 characters will be accepted

remco.de.bruijn@kvk.nl

*  1.6 Your country
Austria Belgium Bulgaria Cyprus
Czech 
Republic

Denmark Estonia Finland

France Germany Greece Hungary
Ireland Italy Croatia Latvia
Lithuania Luxembourg Malta Netherlands
Poland Portugal Romania Slovakia
Slovenia Spain Sweden United Kingdom
Albania Armenia Bosnia and 

Herzegovina
Iceland

Moldova Montenegro Serbia The former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia

Turkey Ukraine Other

2 Evaluation of COSME programme

*  2.1 Are you or your company/organisation involved in / have you or your company/organisation 
received financial support from the COSME programme?

Yes
No
I do not know

*  2.1a In which of the following actions were you involved? 
Loan Guarantee Facility
Equity Facility for Growth
Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) – EEN member organisations
Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) – beneficiaries
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Cluster internationalisation
Tourism (calls)
Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs – new entrepreneurs
Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs – host entrepreneurs
Other

Please specify
Text of 1 to 500 characters will be accepted

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs - Intermediary Organisation (IO)

 2.1b We would like to send you a more detailed questionnaire on the action in which you 
participated. Please enter an e-mail address below if you agree to be contacted in the coming days 
by our consultant. 
Text of 1 to 500 characters will be accepted

 2.2 In your view, to what extent is the COSME programme helping to do the following?

No 
at 
all

To 
some 
extent

To 
a 

large 
extent

Not 
important 

for my 
activity

Don't 
know

* Ease access to finance for SMEs through loan 
portfolio guarantees/counter-guarantees

* Ease access to risk capital through equity funds 
for SMEs

* Support the creation of start-ups, growth of SMEs 
and business transfer

* Support cross-border and multi-country financing

* Provide integrated business support services to 
SMEs

* Create opportunities for SMEs to access new 
markets within the EU

* Create opportunities for SMEs to access markets 
outside the EU

* Provide access to knowledge and information 
relevant for business development

* Contribute to improving the business environment 
in the EU (conditions for starting-up a business 
and growing, obtaining licences, etc.)
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* Contribute to reducing the administrative burden 
for SMEs

* Support better regulation and evidence-based 
policies in the EU

* Foster cross sectoral partnership and public 
private collaborations, e.g. through cluster activities

* Support the competitiveness of industrial sectors 
and services (tourism, construction, chemicals, 
etc.)

* Support the uptake of new technologies and skills 
(digital skills, KETs, advanced manufacturing, etc.)

* Support the emergence of new business models 
and concepts (social economy, etc.)

* Promote entrepreneurship and entrepreneurial 
culture (e.g. through education)

* Create opportunities for entrepreneurs (e.g. 
through Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs)

* Develop entrepreneurship in specific target 
groups (young people, women, senior 
entrepreneurs, migrants, the socially 
disadvantaged, etc.)

*  2.3 Are there other needs that the COSME programme should consider?
Yes
No
I do not know

* Please specify
Text of 1 to 400 characters will be accepted

It would be better if the COSME programme would target less needs and focus on 

the actions that have the most added value and relevance to maximize impact (in 

particular access to markets and digital tranformation/skills). 

 2.4 Are the following forms of funding and actions provided by COSME relevant for your 
specific needs?

Yes No
Don't 
know

* Grants

* Loan portfolio guarantee financial instruments
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* Equity financial instruments

* Public procurement (calls for tenders)

* Studies (strategic information, guidance documents, policy support, 
monitoring tools, etc.)

* Outreach support actions (videos, campaigns, portals, etc.)

* Support for events (workshops, conferences, etc.)

* Observatories

* Capacity-building actions (training, mobility schemes such as Erasmus for 
Young Entrepreneurs, etc.)

* Cooperation & network-building actions for SMEs

* Networks of service providers to SMEs (such as Enterprise Europe Network)

* Networks of national/regional policy-makers

* Cooperation and network-building actions for clusters

* Actions supporting SME internationalisation

 2.5 To what extent do you agree with the following statements?

Not 
at 
all

 A 
little

To 
some 
extent

To 
a 

large 
extent

Don't 
know

* The COSME programme is well structured

* It is easy to find the appropriate action/support 
addressing my needs under COSME

* Activities under the COSME work programme are 
clearly defined

* The yearly programming of COSME is transparent

* The calls for proposals/tenders description is clear

* The conditions for receiving support through the 
COSME financial instruments (loan portfolio guarantees 
& counter-guarantees and equity funds) are clear and 
transparent

* COSME communication activities reach the potential 
beneficiaries

* The level of administrative requirements to participate 
in the COSME actions is proportionate to the benefit
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* The evaluation/award process of COSME actions is fair 
and transparent

 2.6 If your organisation is established in a non-EU participating country, to what extent do you 
agree with the following statements?

Not 
at 
all

A 
little

To 
some 
extent

To a 
large 
extent

Don't 
know

* Communication activities on COSME in my country 
have helped me find out about the programme

* It is easy to find calls which are relevant to my area

* It is easy to find calls that encourage participation 
from non-EU COSME participating countries
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 2.7 The European Commission implements several support programmes. How would you 
describe the linkages between COSME and the following programmes?

Work 
in 

synergy
Overlap

Work in 
synergy 

but some 
overlap

Complement 
each other

No 
linkages

Don't 
know

* European Structural 
and Investment Funds 
(regional policy)

* European Fund for 
Strategic Investment

* Erasmus+

* LIFE programme (EU 
programme for 
environment and climate 
action)

* Common agricultural 
policy

* Connecting Europe 
Facility

* Horizon 2020 (research)

*  EASI (EU programme 
for employment and 
social innovation)
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*  Creative Europe (EU 
programme for 
support for the culture 
and audiovisual sector)
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 2.8 In your view, to what extent is the COSME Programme contributing to the following European 
Union priorities?

Not 
at all

A 
little

To 
some 
extent

To a 
large 
extent

Don't 
know

* Supporting jobs, growth and investment

* Promoting an Energy Union with a forward-
looking climate policy

* Fostering the role of the European Union as 
a stronger global actor

* Helping to create a digital single market

* Achieving a deeper and fairer internal market

* Supporting sustainable development

* Promoting gender equality

*  2.9 How do you rate the overall added value of COSME compared with national and/or regional 
SMEs and entrepreneurship support programmes?

Higher
Similar
Lower
I do not know

 2.10 How do you rate the following benefits that one can expect from participating in COSME as 
 compared with national and/or regional SMEs and entrepreneurship support programmes?

Not 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very 
important

Don't 
know

* More cooperation with partners from other 
countries

* Improved international visibility

* Strengthened critical mass to address pan-
European challenges in a given area

* Strengthened cooperation between academia and 
the private sector

* Strengthened interdisciplinary cooperation

* Projects financed (which otherwise could not be 
supported at national and/or regional level)

* Sharing out of business risk
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* Reimbursement of costs at a higher level than in 
national and/or regional programmes

2.10a Other, please specify
Text of 1 to 400 characters will be accepted

2.11 To what extent do you agree that the following changes could maximize the socio-economic 
impact of COSME?

Not 
at 
all

A 
little

To 
some 
extent

To a 
large 
extent

Don't 
know

* Increased budget for the financial instruments

* Increased budget to provide more and deeper 
business advisory services

* Substantially expand mobility schemes in 
entrepreneurship

* Substantially expand actions to support uptake of new 
technologies and skills, new business models, etc.

* Increase synergies/coordination with other EU/national
/regional programmes

* Increased focus on capacity-building activities for start-
ups and SMEs and their grow

2.11a Other, please specify
Text of 1 to 400 characters will be accepted

2.12 Do you have any other views which have not been covered in the consultation?
1000 character(s) maximum

The efficiency and effectiveness/impact of COSME could be significantly 

enhanced by focussing on less actions with more funding for each of them. 

Currently, COSME is too fragmented (too many actions with relatively low 

budgets). The fact that the overall budget of COSME is also relatively low only 

contributes to this. Furthermore, we would like to point out that over the 

period 2014-2016, the Enterprise Europe Network played a key role in helping 

SMEs internationalise and grow and proved to be an important tool in supporting 

SMEs to take advance of the opportunities of the Single Market (e.g. through 

international matchmaking & expert advice). Finally, it is important to ensure 
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that all actions under COSME should respect the principles of subsidiarity, non-

duplication and complementarity now and in the future. 

Useful links
COSME Programme website (http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cosme/)

Contact

grow-cosme@ec.europa.eu

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cosme/



